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LITERACY NARRATIVE ASSIGNMENT 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
A literacy narrative is an account of a learning experience, which may be a particular 
school assignment or an extracurricular activity, such as playing a sport or a musical 
instrument or serving in a leadership position in an organization. 
 
DIRECTIONS FOR PLANNING AND DRAFTING 

1. Begin by asking yourself some of these questions: Who are you as a 
student/musician/club vice president/etc.? How have you come to think about 
yourself as a student/musician/club vice president/etc.? What were some of your 
most formative experiences in that role? What are some of the do’s and don’ts you 
have learned about that endeavor? How have they enhanced your confidence and 
skill in that role? You don’t need to respond to all of those questions. Try picking 
one or two as a starting point, then move to bringing your experiences to life. 
 
Your aim is to recreate those experiences on the page and then to reflect on their 
significance. Your focus may be any one of the following: 
 

• an extracurricular activity, such as playing a sport or a musical instrument or serving 
in a leadership position in an organization. 

• a memory of a school assignment that you recall vividly   

• someone who helped you learn  

• a writing-related school event that you found humorous or embarrassing 

• a particular type of writing that you found (or still find) especially difficult or 
challenging 

• a memento that represents an important moment in your development as a student 
(or an athlete, a musician, a club leader, etc.) 
 

2. Your literacy narrative should include: 
 

• a well-told story 

• vivid detail 

• some indication of the narrative’s significance 

• a minimum of 400 words 

• for your blog post (not for the Word file posted to Blackboard): a minimum of four 
relevant photographs of yours, not images pulled from the web), one of which 
should document part of your writing process away from the screen, such as a 
picture of your journal notes or your draft. 



2 
 

• for your blog post (not for the Word file posted to Blackboard): a minimum of one 
embedded link to a relevant website. For example: If your organization has its own 
site, you could link its home page to your blog. 

 
3. Write in dark ink, preferably black. You are welcome to use both sides of the page.  

 

4. Submit your draft before you leave class today. I will return your draft with notes 
next week. 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
DIRECTIONS FOR FORMATTING AND POSTING YOUR REVISION 

1. Before class on the due date: Save your revised literacy narrative as a Word 
document, and submit it to Blackboard in compliance with MLA manuscript 
guidelines. 
 

2. Also, before class on the due date: Post a copy of your revision as a blog post. In 
your post, omit the first-page information included in your file submitted to 
Blackboard (your name, course, section, instructor’s name, and date). Add to your 
blog post an image that documents some part of your writing process away from the 
screen, such as a photo of your reading notes or a page of your handwritten draft. 
Also add at least three additional relevant photographs of yours, and embed one 
link to a relevant website. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
GRADE CRITERIA  

An A literacy narrative complies with all of the assignment guidelines: it presents a well-
told story, includes vivid details, and conveys the story’s significance in a way that 
demonstrates a depth of understanding. An A literacy narrative is also well organized and 
relatively free of surface errors. 
 
A B literacy narrative complies with all of the assignment guidelines, but may convey the 
significance of the story in a superficial way, may have issues with organization, or may be 
flawed by surface errors. 

A C literacy narrative complies with most but not all of the assignment guidelines and may 
also be flawed by issues of organization and/or surface errors. 
 
A D literacy narrative complies with only a few of the assignment guidelines and may also 
be flawed by issues of organization and/or surface errors. 
 
An F literacy narrative fails to comply with most or all of the assignment guidelines and 
may also be flawed by substantial issues of organization and/or surface errors. 

Your grade will be based on the draft that you produce in class, the revision that you post 
to Blackboard and to your blog before class on the due date, and the reflective writing that 
you compose in class on the due date.  


